The Great Depression
Overview

The Great Depression was a 12-year period of great economic and social hardship.  The start of the Great Depression was the Stock Market Crash of October 29, 1929.  This day has become known as Black Tuesday.  
The Great Depression hit Americans much harder than previous economic crises had.  In the past, most Americans lived in rural areas and could grow their own food.  But the great majority of Americans now lived and worked in cities.  When they became unemployed, they were without money for food or land to grow it on.  The result could be seen in long lines at soup kitchens.  

In the presidential election of 1932, candidate FDR promised Americans a “New Deal” to help the nation recover from the Depression.  As a result, he was elected.  His relief programs increased the federal government’s involvement in the national economy.  The New Deal changed the relationship between the federal government and the people.
Topics for Understanding


Causes of the Great Depression, Impact of the Depression, The New Deal
Essential Questions
1.   How did poor decisions by individuals, businesses and the government contribute to the Great Depression?
2.   How did the Great Depression impact the American people?
3. How did the New Deal impact the American people?
Main Points
1. Causes of the Great Depression included _______________ in the stock market using borrowed money, high ___________which discouraged international trade, and the failure of the Federal Reserve to prevent the collapse of the banking system.  _________________ in manufacturing and farming along with the growth of personal debt in the 1920s created a weak economy.  
2. The Great Depression lasted from the Stock Market Crash in 1929 until the United States entered the ____________________ in December, 1941.
3.   The Depression was a period of high ___________________, decline in farm income, increased hunger and _________________, and the failure of many businesses and banks.  In 1932, one fourth of American workers were unemployed.
4.
Many Americans blamed _______________________for the Depression.  The shantytowns of the homeless were called “Hoovervilles.” 
5.   The Veterans’ “_____________________” was driven out of Washington in 1932.  This action increased Hoover’s unpopularity.

6.   Franklin Roosevelt defeated Hoover in the 1932 election.  In his inaugural address, Roosevelt declared that ________________________________________________.
7.   President Franklin Roosevelt’s plan to end the Depression was known as the _______________
8.   The New Deal was a major legislative program which included federal work programs, farm assistance programs, _______________ works projects, environmental improvement programs, ___________________ for bank deposits, Social Security, and increased rights for labor.
9.   One of Roosevelt’s first actions as president was to declare a _________ holiday.  Banks were allowed to reopen when inspectors determined that their business was sound.
10.  The New Deal greatly increased the federal government’s role in the _____________ and in the lives of most Americans.

11.   President Franklin Roosevelt spoke to the American people through radio broadcasts known as ___________________.

12. First Lady ___________________traveled frequently, wrote a newspaper column, and supported equality of rights for all.
13.  Movies and sports remained ______________ in the 1930s, offering opportunities for people to cope (escape) from their worries.
14.  Novelist __________________ wrote about victims of the Depression in The Grapes of Wrath.
15.  Due to a prolonged drought and poor farming practices, an area of the Great Plains became known as the __________________.  Many farm families abandoned their land and headed for work opportunities elsewhere.  Many of them went to ________________, where they were called “Okies.”
16.  _______________ was repealed by the Twenty-first Amendment in 1933.
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